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to  be  practised  today  worldwide.    In  recent  times,  there 
has been growing concern that too many circumcisions are 






































Childhood Circumcision in Northern Ireland:  







Furthermore,  circumcision  rates  in  boys  within  Northern 
Ireland are currently in line with the target of 2% suggested by 
Rickwood et al.2  However, there are a number of limitations 













in  Northern  Ireland  being  performed  during  childhood 
by  general  surgeons  has  decreased  substantially  over  the 
study  decade.    Circumcision  and  other 




of  consultant  paediatric  surgeons  have 
been  noted  by  the  British  Association 
of  Paediatric  Surgeons  as  fewer  general 
surgeons  continue  to  perform  general 
paediatric surgery.5 The observed decrease 
in  circumcisions  being  performed  by 
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Fig 1. Circumcision Trends in Northern Ireland over the ten year study period